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owe much of their development to the con-
struction of the State canals.

In April 1903, the Barge Canal Law,
framed in accordance with the recommenda-
tions of the committee, was signed by Gov-
ernor Benjamin B. Odell, Jr., and approved
by the people at the November election. This
law appropriated $101,000,000 for the im-
provement of the Erie, Champlain, and Os-
wego Canals to a depth of 12 ft., a minimum
width of 75 ft. on the bottom in land sec-
tions, and 200 ft. in rivers and lakes. The
preparation of plans, specifications, and esti-
mates was begun at once, and the first con-
tract was awarded on April 3, 1905. On
May 15, 1918, the entire Canal was opened
for traffic, though much incidental work re-
mained to be completed after that date.

An almost unlimited water supply is avail-
able for the western section of the improved
Erie Canal by tapping the Niagara River at
Tonawanda, Provision has been made for
supplying the long levels between Tonawan-
da and Rochester with a minimum of 1,237
cubic ft. per second. There are 35 standard-
sized locks on the Erie branch of the Barge
Canal; n on the Champlain, 7 on the Os-
wego, and 4 on the Cayuga-Seneca. These
locks are 300 ft. long between gates, 45 ft.
wide, with a depth of 12 ft. of water over
the mitre sills, and the lifts vary from 6 to
4054 ft. The lock at Little Falls is the high-
est, with a lift of 40^ ft. The locks and dams
are operated, the canal lighted, and the lock
tenders' houses and power houses heated by
electricity, generated for the most part at the
various locks and dams. The system of. ani-
mal towage has been entirely done away
with, and no tow path is provided on the
improved canal except for temporary use.
Boats either move under their own power, or
are towed by tugs. The Terminal Act of 1911
stipulated definitely where the terminals
should be and fixed the character and amount
of money to be expended on each. The places
specified included Buffalo, North Tonawanda,
Tonawanda, Rochester, Lyons, Syracuse,
Oswego, Utica, Rome, Troy, Albany, four-
teen localities in New York City, Herkimer,
Little Falls, Fort Plain, Schenectady, Can-
ajoharie, Rouses Point, Port Henry, White-
hall, Plattsburg, and Lockport.

The total cost of the State Barge Canal
is estimated at $168,000,000. Navigation of
the canal is free; there are no toll charges
but there are certain terminal and storage
fees. This water system can accommodate an
annual traffic of 20 million tons, but actually

carries only about 3 million tons per annum.
New York University, an independent
educational institution, situated in the City
of New York. It is supported by endow-
ments, current gifts, and the tuition fees of
some twenty thousand students, men and
women. It bears no organic or affiliated re-
lationship to the College of the City of New
York, nor must it be confused with the State
Department of Education, which is known as
the University of the State of New York. It
is a non-sectarian institution. The University
offers standard curricula leading to baccalaur-
eate degrees in liberal arts, pure science, fine
arts, and music; professional courses leading
to degrees in law, education, medicine, den-
tistry, engineering, commerce, retailing, and
business administration; and wide opportun-
ity for graduate study and research, leading
to the graduate degrees. In addition to the
regular courses there are offered special
courses and lectures in great variety. Its
schools are not confined to a single campus,
but occupy strategic locations at four centers
of New York City. The first building, a fine
Gothic structure, was opened in 1835. It was
here that Professor Samuel F. B. Morse in-
vented the recording telegraph (1835). The
original building was replaced, in 1894, by a -
modern eleven-story structure and the phys-
ical properties of the University at this center
have since expanded, year by year, until now
all of the buildings occupying three block
fronts on Washington. Square East, together
with other properties in that vicinity, serve
University purposes. At the same time, the
activities of the institution have been ex-
tended to three other centers of the city. In
1891, a tract of land was purchased at Uni-
versity Heights, a beautiful campus site in the
upper part of the city, eleven m. n. of Wash-
ington Square. Successive additions have in-
creased this holding to some forty-five acres.
The Medical College and the College of Den-
tistry, with classrooms, laboratories, libraries,
and clinics, occupy six buildings in the Belle-
vue Hospital district, mid-town. At the lowe>
end of Manhattan Island, the old Trinity
School building near the head of Wall Street
houses the Graduate School of Business Ad-
ministration, and undergraduate business
courses.

The Hall of Fame for Great Americans,
completed in 1900, is a semi-circular struc-
ture, two stories in height. The second story
is a colonnade 500 ft. in length, joining three
of the University buildings, and containing
150 panels for the inscription of ths